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engendered by this violent change we must mainly attribute
another great rising, attended with most unhappy results, and
fraught, for a time, with grave peril to the state.
Ireland was now completely in the conqueror's hands; as
far as the sword and law could effect it, the type of Celtic
society had been nearly effaced. There was still an opportunity
to make order and prosperity grow up under a good govern-
ment, like that, as we have said, of India at this day; but the
course of events was unhappily different. The country, as had
been the case for years, was an object for the English adven-
turer ; the men at the Castle had, for a long time, been eager
to gorge themselves in forfeitures; the necessities of the king
were great Under the operation of these causes, confiscation
went on at a prodigious rate; whole tracts were wrested from
their possessors by atrocious wrong. In five or six of the
central counties thousands of acres were seized and transferred;
a large part of Wicklow was torn from the mountaineers, for
generations the enemies of the Pale; the same process took
place in other counties. The means adopted to produce thest
results were an odious combination of tyranny and fraud.
Obsolete claims to lands were set up by descendants of colon-
ists of Plantagenet times, as had been done by Sir Peter Carew;
hundreds of ancient Royal grants were pronounced invalid;
the right of the Crown to large domains was asserted with
success; legal ingenuity and chicane were taxed to pick out
flaws in titles. The work of rapine was assisted by a brood of
harpies, known by the evil name of " discoverers," by servile'
judges, by terrified juries; under these influences it made rapid
progress. At last an attempt was made, on a mere technical
plea, to confiscate the great district of Connaught, which had
been the subject of Sir John Perrott's settlement; but this claim
was bought off for the present; James probably was afraid to
maintain it. But " the ravage of war," in the words of Burke,
was carried on "in peace," over a large part of Ireland;
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